
TENNIS BY-LAWS 
 

1.  The League match shall consist of four (4) singles and four (4) doubles. 
 

2.  Dual matches and tournament play will adhere to State and U.S.T.A. rules.  (i.e. 
substitutions, tie-breaker, ability ranking, etc.) 

 
3.  Only U.S.T.A. recommended balls will be used in dual meet and tournament play.  

Tennis balls will be furnished by the school hosting the tournament.  The tennis 
balls will be the property of the host school. 

 
4.  The League schedule shall consist of single round robin and a final League meet. 
 
5.  It is mandatory that all dual meets are completed on the first available date 

including weekends (with the exception of Friday Night Homecoming), so that all 
meets are completed by the Flint Metro League Tournament.  Flint Metro League 
make-ups must supersede any contracted non-League event. 

 
6.  All players will be properly attired.  Coaches are responsible for enforcing this 

rule. 
 
7.  Both coaches (visiting and home) will be arbitrators in matters concerning rules 

and conduct of participants. 
   
8.  Flint Metro League Tournament: 
 

A. The Boys Tournament will be Tuesday, one week prior to the Regional. 
 
B. In case of inclement weather, the day following the originally scheduled 
 day of the tournament shall be considered the make-up date for outdoor 
 play.  If unable to play on that date as well due to weather, the tournament 
 shall be moved to an indoor site(s).  The athletic director/designee of the 
 tournament host school, the athletic director/designee of the tournament 
 site school (if different), and the league executive director are to consult 
 and decide on postponement and/or moving the tournament indoors. 

 
 C.  The FML tournament criteria: 
   1. Head-to-head competition (most recent takes precedence) 
   2. Common opponent  
   3. Record at flight entered in tournament 

 
9. When weather and time permit the entire FML Tennis Tournament will be played 

at an outdoor venue(s) and the complete backdraw will be played and will count 
towards the team standings. 

 
Format: 



 
In the FML tournament, 1 point will be earned for each match won in the 
tournament portion of the bracket (frontdraw) and ½ point for each match won in 
the consolation portion of the bracket (backdraw).  The winner of the third/fourth 
place match will placed on the left side of the main bracket and be awarded an 
additional ½ point.   
 
The back draw will consist of 8 proset matches played in round robin format. If 
inclement weather and any portion of the tournament is played indoors, the entire 
back draw will be dropped and any points earned will NOT be counted in the 
team total. 
 
The scoring system for the tournament played outside is:  3, 2, 1.5, 1, 1, .5, .5, 0 
 
Due to the elimination of the back draw, the scoring for the tournament played in 
part or full inside: 3,2,1,0 
 
At most, four teams will be seeded in each flight. 

 
  The following rules will apply for the 8 game pro-set. 

a. The first player/team to 8 games (must win by 2) would be declared the 
winner of the set/match. 

b. A tiebreaker would be played at a pro-set score of 8 – 8.  
 
10.  Points will be awarded as follows to determine the final overall standings: 
 
 A.  Dual Meets 
  2 points for a dual meet win and 1 point for a dual meet tie 
 
 B.   League Meet 
  2 points for each team it finishes ahead of in the tournament. 

 
11.   The overall championship team (with the highest total of dual and tournament    
points) will receive the trophy. 
 
12. Singles and doubles tournament winners will receive gold medals and be 

considered first team all-league.  Runners-up in tournament singles and doubles 
finals will receive silver medals and be considered second team all-league.  Each 
school will be allowed to choose one flight to represent their school as an 
honorable mention selection. 

 
 

PERTINENT GENERAL BY-LAWS 
 
1. A sport regulated by the MHSAA becomes an official League sport whenever the 

number of schools sponsoring that sport is more than half the total membership.  
Thus a membership of nine schools would require that at least five (5) schools 



sponsor a sport to have it considered official. 
2. The site of conference championship meets is to be determined by the Flint Metro 

League Constitution (See table on page 36). 
3. Schools shall not be allowed to compete in League meets unless that school has 

played a League schedule in that sport. 
4. Schools will not be allowed to add individuals to their athletic teams between the 

last League date and League meet dates for the purpose of competing in the meet. 
5. Final scoring for all Flint Metro League sport offerings that combine season 

record with a season ending League tournament or League meet shall be as 
follows: 

 
 2 points for Dual Meet wins (3 points in soccer) 
 1 point for Dual Meet tie 
 No point awarded for loss 
 
            Dual meets and the League meet(s) shall be weighted equally to determine the 

overall League champion. 
6. In case of inclement weather, the following criteria shall be met: 
 

A. Contests postponed due to weather should be made up prior to final 
League tournaments, even if this necessitates a school canceling or 
postponing a non-League contest to do so. 

 
B. When one or more schools cannot attend a multi-team League event (four 

or more schools) due to a weather related or act of God event, the event is 
to be postponed and rescheduled for the next available date, with the 
League picking up any costs for officials who show up to work the 
originally scheduled event. 

 
7. The Flint Metro League takes the position that the practice of good sportsmanship 

is essential and that all members should adopt a common policy.  Member schools 
are expected to implement a plan to promote responsible behavior by fans and all 
persons associated with athletics.  It is suggested that schools use contest 
programs, the media, bulletins, and meetings as a means for promoting good 
sportsmanship.  Member schools should also have plans for the monitoring of 
home and away contests and for dealing with those persons who violate the 
principles of responsible behavior. 

 
8. The host school shall provide water (or suitable hydration) for visiting teams. 
 
9. Home school will call the Flint Journal and other media to report contest results. 
 
10. Grievance and Protest Procedure: 
             A.   All contests in which an ineligible player or players are used shall be forfeited 

and the score be that of a forfeited contest.  This includes League 
championship tournaments. 



           B.   If use of an ineligible player or players by a League champion is determined, 
and forfeitures under section C above prevent a team from maintaining its 
championship, the championship for that sport for that year will be awarded to 
the second-place team and All Sports Award points adjusted accordingly.  In 
the event of co-championships, the remaining championship team would 
maintain its championship. 

 
11. The conference will recognize a champion in any varsity sport regulated by the 

MHSAA that is participated in by more than half (5) the membership of the 
League. 

 
12. The only League awards to be made in any sport are the ones sanctioned by the 

League. 
 
13. Each varsity sport will be allowed a Coach of the Year selection.  That coach will 

be presented a certificate. 
 
14. To receive FML honors, an athlete has to finish the season in good standing.  The 

definition of “good standing” is to finish the season on the team and meet 
minimum requirements for that sport’s awards. 

 
 


